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Whine is beginning. From editorial
pages to talk,shows t0 soup kitchens,
Americans ar€ complaining about
the caliber of the 1988 crop of
would-be presidents. There is'sa&
ness acloss the land because no one
worthy,enough has yet stepped for-
ward to control our lives.

Every four years or so, the absur-
dity of our current syster.n becomes
vivid. We have created a huge engine'
qf government, even thougf, theie is
no one even vaguely capable of intel-
liggntlv driving it. We have a pater-
nalistic system wherc almost every-
one has contempt for the pate-r'-
nalists.

Is there any prominent politician
from either party who could- nm your
life better than you younrcU? Is tberc
any politiciarr who is so,superior to
you in character and inteliect that
you should effectively srgn your life
over to his hands?

WHICH POtITfbrAn would
you -like to vest with the power to ,

cqndemn entirc neighborhoods to
bgne$! b_ig corporatibnsi as hap.
pend in Poletown and General Mb-
tors? Which,politician can best over-
see :the Agriculture D6partment's
decrees on what:size of nec'tarineg
Ariericans may eat, or how many
acr€s of land Americans may farn?
Which politician should detemine
how nany young workers to sacrifrce
so Socid Security can allow morc old
people tb enjoywinter in Florida? 

'Which politician can best admin-
ister the laws that prohibit private
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citlzens from sending letters to each
other outside the U.S. mail? Which
politician would you choose to setthe
prige you pay for gasoline, rrnt,'loans
and. your pension? WtricE politi-
cian?s coercion would you like io,rely
on tn lieu 3f your own voluntary
agreements?

_ 
. Because' government atlows peo-

ple a token voice every four veaisfn
ghooslng-who will seize their proper-
ty and ..lolats their rights, tiref are
quppo€edly sti[ free men and wo-men.
Thid is like say-rng the prisoner who
getr to choosd hfi ;d executioner
doesnt rcally die.

IVhom shall we choose to diiecf
our l*viathan - with Congrdss coo-
siderins 5:P bius r lpgi with 3!-,
mo$-50,000 pages of new regulations
and decrees in the Fedeml-Regirt€;
eqc! yerr, with governmenfs.ifi.*
of the nationd wedth Srowing by
$50-100 billion a year? AlhoJr;;e[-
ly, new troondogiles occ,o, v*-Jo"-
grcssmen continue to. create new ,

programs even faster than the old
prograns become national disgraces.

.EEtr.OnM IS the opiate of the
welfare state. Government programs
are a litany of contr-adictions.-Farm
pro$ams pay farmen'both to in-
creass. and to decrease production.
R_ent control rots neighborhoods,
while housing subsidies-hide the rot.
Job. traipipg programs don't help the
poorr-while minimum wagps arc set
thaldestmy the ceation ofiobs.

Covernnent is the only brrsiness
in which fallure guamntees future

SO WIIAT does the presidential
r:act conslbt of? Endless ipeeches on
caripg, co_npassion, leadership, char-
acter and patriotism. Some-'candi-
dates play on our greed, some on o,r
pnophobia and some on our srilt.
But nowhere is there close attefrtion
to the real issue: Are potitiriao,
competent to exercise ever greater
power over the lives of privale citi-
zens?

1I'n from the governmbnt, and
I'm hefe to help you" could become
*r epithet of Aderican democracy.
Th. IolS_er we spend searctringior a
ureat Man to save us from our
weakne$es and fear or iite-darr,, it.
norc contemptible we will be.
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